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 Lab 1 – Generate your form as PDF 

 

Overview 
There are times when you need to print a PDF copy of a view in your form. This has become possible 

with the aid of the RenderForm command. It gives you the ability to select a view that you want to 

render as PDF. It also offers the option to generate the PDF in the browser or automatically download 

the PDF to your local machine. 

In this lab, we’re going to guide you on how to apply the RenderForm command in the Expense 

Report Form. There’s already a pre-built view that we can use to generate a PDF copy of a submitted 

form. The view’s name is PDF. 

 



 
 

2 | P a g e  

 

Before you start 
This lab assumes that you have finished the previous labs in this training. Use the Start form provided 

in this lab. 

Add the RenderForm Command 
1. In the Fields pane, select the FormLogic secondary data source and navigate to GeneratePdf 

node (/FormLogic/Actions/GeneratePdf) 

 

 

 

2. Create a new rule under the Reset self rule. Let’s call it Render Form as PDF 

3. Under this rule, create an action that sets the QdabraRules Command node to the following: 

 

RenderForm /format=pdf /views=PDF /output=base64 /open=browser 
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Save PDF output to a File type (base64) Field  
1. Create another rule, let’s call it Save PDF to FormFile field, to save the PDF output of the 

command execution to a file type field in the main data source, which is the FormFile field. To 

do this, set the FormFile to have the value of QdabraRules Result node 
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Add Trigger on Submit 
Since we want the PDF to be generated after submit, we’ll add the necessary rules in FormLogic → 

Submit node. 

1. Go to the Submit node in FormLogic (/FormLogic/Actions/Submit) 
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2. Add a new rule just before the submit to library rule, to trigger the PDF generation. Let’s call 

the rule Generate PDF. Here we are setting the GeneratePdf node, which is also under 

FormLogic/Actions, with the value go. 

 

 

 

3. Save the changes and upload the form to FormsViewer 

Test the form 
Open a new Expense Report Form. Enter values to the form and click Submit. Wait for a few seconds 

until the PDF is generated in the browser. 
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Feel free to download the PDF manually to your local machine. If you want the form to automatically 

download the PDF for you right after submit, simply change the value of the parameter /open from 

browser to download. Here’s a sample command syntax: 

RenderForm /format=pdf /views=PDF /output=base64 /open=download 

Congratulations! You have successfully implemented the RenderForm command in FormsViewer.  

 

Contact Information 

Qdabra Software Phone:   877.544.2389 

218 Main Street, Email:   Support@Qdabra.com 

Suite 731, Website: http://www.qdabra.com 

Kirkland, WA 

98033 

Community: http://www.infopathdev.com 
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